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CLAYTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office of the Board of Education

Mr. Koutsogiannis, Superintendent

Dear Clayton Community:

As we close out another school year, I want
to extend my sincere appreciation for your
trust in the Clayton School District and our
staff. Today, as I walk the halls of a quiet
building, I’m noting the preparations that are
already underway for the return of your children in September. Classrooms are being renovated, desks are in the halls for cleaning, and teachers are in the Media
Center planning for a new year. We are preparing for opening day, and only
72 hours have passed since the last day of school. While we enjoy the pause
that summer brings, the business of educating children never takes a break.
One year closes and another begins. Our Seniors graduate from one building, as we welcome our Preschoolers into another. Such is the cycle of life in
education. Yet, while some aspects remain constant, each year is a new beginning – new children, new opportunities, new challenges.
This next school year will take on a special significance as we begin anew,
without the need to have a Plan B or Plan C schedule in place because of a
global pandemic. I’m confident that the disruptions of the last two years are
firmly behind us, while still aware of the challenges that remain from those
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DISTRICT NEWS AND EVENTS
Superintendent’s Letter to the Community (continued)
two years. We will be busy this summer planning for
a new year, and in September continue with our
mission of educating your students with purpose
and confidence. For now, however, I wish you a
peaceful and relaxing summer break.

Copy and paste this link into your browser to view the 20222023 School Calendar:
https://claytonps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/CALENDAR
-2022-2023.pdf
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CLAYTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
Herma Simmons Elementary School

Mr. Scott Uribe Principal

Message from Mr. Uribe:
As the 2021-22 school year draws to an end as summer approaches, learning continues, for all of life is a school, and we learn by everything we do. Go
out and live life and learn from it as surely as you have learned from our
outstanding staff this past year.
Mr. Uribe

It is my sincere wish for each and every one of you that the coming summer

Principal

may hold only pleasant experiences for you. May you live life to its fullest;
may you enjoy it; and—may you learn.

5th Grade Promotion Ceremony
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SIMMONS NEWS AND EVENTS
Preschool Community Engagement Project Invites Families into the Classroom.

D

r. Elizabeth Winterburn, Early
Childhood Supervisor, coordinated
and facilitated a Preschool Community Engagement end-of-the-year event. Families
were invited to visit their students’ class-

rooms to witness all the hard work that
took place this year. Each preschool classroom highlighted their hard work in different ways. Some celebrated with songs,
while others utilized art exhibits, slideshow
presentations, and awards. Preschool students were provided with books to bolster
reading over the summer. Preschool four-

year-old students received Bears New
Friend, highlighting the new friendships
they formed this year. Preschool three-year
-old students received Be Who You Are. Students and families enjoyed the event and
shared their gratitude.

SIMMONS NEWS AND EVENTS
Four Million Math Facts and
Still Counting!

S

tudents in Grades 2 through 5 worked
hard this year to build a strong foundation of math fluency. Collectively, they finished the school year having answered more
than 4 million math facts, gaining 77,000 fluency facts. Their teachers used the Reflex
math program to help their students learn
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts with automaticity. Classes challenged one another to see who could master
the most facts. Math fact fluency is a key
component of achievement in math as it enables students to more easily master difficult
math problems.
Reflex math practice is available to students
throughout the summer by logging in at
https://www.reflexmath.com/
4th and 5th grade winning
classes for the month of
May.

SIMMONS NEWS AND EVENTS
Fifth Graders Prepare to
Move up to Middle School

T

he 5th Grade Class and their teachers visited the Middle School on
June 7th and June 9th, to introduce them to
their new school and the 6th grade teachers. Their visit began in the Performing Arts
Center (PAC), where they heard from the
Middle School Principal, Mr. Tucker, Supervisor of Guidance, Mr. Valentino (Captain
Joe), their Guidance Counselor, Ms. Atanasio-Sloat, and counselors from the Student Connection Center (SCC). After their
time in the PAC, they visited the 6th classrooms to learn a little bit about the life of a
middle school student. They finished their
day back at the PAC where they watched a
slide show presentation by Ms.

Wojciechowski about the Summer Connections program (formerly known as Summer
Reading).
Summer Connections guidelines are posted on the
Middle School website. All projects are due on the
first day of school.

SIMMONS NEWS AND EVENTS
5th Grade Class

On to Middle School!

5th Grade Promotion Ceremony
Congratulations!

Spring/Summer Edition 2022

CLAYTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
Clayton Middle School

Mr. Marvin Tucker,

Principal

Message from Mr. Tucker:
The school year has come to an end with the anticipation of a fun-filled summer and
hopes of a Covid-free future! To say Clayton Middle School had busy, bustling school
days with bountiful events to close out the year, would be an understatement!
May opened up with our middle school play Willy Wonka, which was well-presented
and well-attended. And yes, there were Oompa Loompas in the play as well! Our
sixth grade shot off rockets for Mr. Baker’s annual Rocket Science Project, which is
always exciting! The annual spelling bee was grand with the spellers going through
15 rounds and more than 120 words. It was a wonderful night! The district’s Spring
Spectacular was spectacular! Students from kindergarten through the high school
senior class were present, as well as many vendors, including food trucks. There were
also lots of fun games and activities.
June was just as exhilarating with a visit from the fifth graders! Fifth grade students
took a tour of our middle school and were introduced to their teachers. They learned
about our middle school’s expectations with Captain Joe and received information
about our Summer Connections program (formerly Summer Reading). While the 6th
& 7th grade students went to the Cape May Zoo, the 8th graders attended their annual
Dorney Park trip and returned with smiles and a tan! Clayton Middle School Field Day
could be considered the highlight of the school year! Students and teachers enjoyed
a fun-filled day of activities at the JCC camp in Medford. Many activities were available along with bounce houses, waterslides, and food! Not one student was found on
their cell phone! A good time was had by all!

Mr. Tucker

21st Century LEADERS program welcomes local visiting author.

We were able to hold a successful in-person 8th grade promotion ceremony this
year. A number of people were present to support our eighth-grade students, as they
closed one chapter in their lives and opened another chapter entitled, “High School!”
Smiles and congratulatory words of encouragement filled the Performing Arts Center
as students left with their families. What a great way to end the school year!

ADMINISTRATION
Spelling Bee Champs!
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CLAYTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
NEWS AND EVENTS
Annual Middle School Spelling Bee
Crowns New Spelling Champion!

T

he Middle School’s Annual Spelling Bee for
students in grades 6 through 8 was held on
May 12th in the PAC. Thirty students battled it out in
front of a live audience, spelling through 15 rounds
and more than 120 words. At the end of the evening,
three students remained on the stage, Ayden Fajardo,
Maya Morrison, and Briseis Hansen. Congratulations
to all who participated in this event.

1st Place: Ayden Fajardo, 7th Grade
2nd Place: Maya Morrison, 8th Grade
3rd Place: Briseis Hansen, 7th Grade

CLAYTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
21ST CENTURY LEADER’S PROGRAM

21st Century LEADERS Program Accepting Applications
for Fall.

S

tudents enrolled in 21ST Century LEADERS, a free after-school STEAM program
open to all middle school students, kept busy
this spring with a variety of activities. Classes
included Arts and Crafts, Legos, Games and
Leadership, and Math Hoops. In addition, students learned from guest instructors who
taught a special-topics class for 4-6 weeks.
This year, students were excited to learn from
a local writer and artist, Ms. Kat Lindsey, (at
right) who taught them how to make quilts
while educating them on the history and importance of quilts in the Underground Railroad. Ms. Lindsey also shared the significance
of cooking during that time which often included recipes with coded messages and coded songs.
Students interested in the LEADERS program
should contact Mr. Copeland at
wcopeland@claytonps.org.

Student Artwork from Arts and Crafts with Ms. Redfield
and Ms. Reuter.

8th Grade Promotion Ceremony
Congratulations to the Future Class of 2026!
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CLAYTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
Clayton High School

Mr. Joe Visalli Principal

Message from Mr. Visalli:
As we turned to the 4th marking period, we knew we were close to putting the
wrap on another successful school year. Some of the highlights included our school
musical, “Honk” which was a huge success. The crew collected many awards in this
year’s Cappies ceremony.
The spring concert played to a large and very appreciative crowd in the Performing
Arts Center.
Our 2nd annual People’s Choice Award ceremony was held in the PAC, as was our
JROTC Awards ceremony honoring our cadets.

Mr. Visalli
Principal

We then turned our attention to the senior class. We held a seniors’ award night at
Masso’s, at which scholarships were awarded. Seniors received their cap and
gowns and enjoyed the premier of the senior video. The seniors had a great time
visiting Mickey and Minnie in Disney, and once they returned it was time to get
ready for our Junior/Senior Prom at Collingswood Ballroom. That night was a huge
success with close to 200 students in attendance. Next up were the Senior Picnic,
Role Model Breakfast, Simmons Walk, and finally, graduation night!
We are glad that all our students had a chance to experience a normal school year
and that our graduating class was able to enjoy these special once-in-a lifetime
events.
Lady Clipper’s Track
State Champs!

ADMINISTRATION
CHS Production of Honk!
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CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
NEWS AND EVENTS
Unified PE Class Hosts Track
Meet and Keeps Busy with Educational Field Trips.

T

he Unified PE class hosted several area
schools for a spring Track meet, during
which they competed with athletes from
Kingsway, Delsea, and Glassboro. Tenth Grader Omar Ruiz placed 3rd in Long Jump! In addition, the class took several fun and educational trips which included bowling, the Cape
May Zoo, Yoshimoto Restaurant, Clayton Acme, and Nick’s Pizzeria. The trip to Acme and
Nick’s taught aspects of the food industry and
life skills.

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to the CHS Softball Team
Group I Section and State Champions—Back-to-Back!

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to the CHS Girl’s Track Team!
Section and State Champions—Back-to-Back!

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
DRAMA ACTIVITIES
CHS Production of Honk! - Nominated for 11 Cappies!

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
DRAMA ACTIVITIES
Congratulations to the Cast and Crew!

William Pederick—Best Rising Critic
William Warren—Best Sound Design
Gwendolyn Peters—Best Lighting Design
Elijah Ortiz—Best Male Vocalist
Raquel Ponce—Best Female Vocalist
Raquel Ponce—
Awarded a $15,000 scholarship for her performance!

CHS GRADUATION
Congratulation to the Class of 2022!

SPRING SPECTACULAR
A School and Family Engagement Event Sponsored by the Clayton School District
and the Clayton Education Foundation.

SPRING SPECTACULAR

SPRING SPECTACULAR
Thank you to everyone who participated and/or attended to help make this a great
day! Special shout out to the staff, faculty, clubs, advisors, and JROTC for all their help!

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
AROUND OUR SCHOOLS

Band Members participate in the Univ. of
Pennsylvania’s Honor Band at the Kimmel
Center.

Student Council Members
at the prom

CHS Boy’s Track Team

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL
AROUND OUR SCHOOLS

Faculty Chaperones at the Dorney Park Trip
HS Student Council and Advisor, Ms. Moore

Public Service Announcement (PSA) Winners
from Mr. Zambon’s class.

